. ; LM 
.& Y 
. 


—— 


james . 


| 

REFLECTIONS 
Upon a Late || | 

MALICIOUS PAMEFRL AS 


ENTITULEYD, 


Reaſon agami{ Rage. «-. 


Written by 
THO MAS STEMS 


{ 


—— 


— —— — — 


| Seeft thou a man wiſe in his own conceit 2 there is more hope ef 
a Fool than of hizs. Prov. 26. 12. 
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Venerare unumen, cum alias ſemper, tum maxime quum ſacra 
publice fiunt. Sic enim apparebit, te ſemml & diis immolare, 
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OF THE 


CHURCH of ENGL A N D- 
8 A Sits, | doubtleſs, time very ill ſpent to read, fo 1 


{7 ſhould have eſteemed it much worſe,” to have made 
any. Reply to.what My. Speed has now given to the City of 
Briſtol, as. his ſeeming laſt Legacy 3 only havmg obſer- 
ved, how induſtriouſly ut has ever .fince its Birth been di- 
ſperſt abroad, to the triumph of ill deſigning Men on the 
one band, andithe deluſion of well meaning Men on the 9- 
ther ; and by reaſon of both, how Schiſm and Faftion-is 
fomented ; the Duty I owe to our Church and State, has 
prevail d withme, to make ſuch Reflettions upon it, as 
hope will check the Boaſting of ſome, and prevent the 
Deluſion of others, ae doi Lot 

.. Indeed, had Mr. Speed drawn bis Pen againſt thaſe 
only, who were concerned in reprinting his Sermon, I ſhould 
by no means have interpoſed :n the Controver fie : but when, 


@t the ſame. time that he pretends to make dnimadver ſions 


6pon the Epiſtle to bis Sermon, he takes \ the Liberty. te 
make malicious and - ſcurrilows; RefleFtions apo the, whole 
Community of the Eſtabliſht Church ; T think my ſelf 0b- 

2 A 2 liged, 


The Epiſtle. 
liged, as a Member thereof, to. appear in its juſt Pin- 


dication. 

I muft confeſs, the Notion that T have for many years 
kad of our Author, fromthe Charafter of common Fame 
(baving had no particular. Correſpondence with him my ſelf ) 
raiſed my Expeftations of ſomewhat extraordinary in this 
Pampblet, when T firſt heard of its Publication” : But 1 
was extreamly diſappointed in my peruſal of it ; finding 
therein - neither the Spirit of Learning, nor the Genius of 
a Quierift ; but upon an impartial and mature Examinati- 
02 of- it, T could bring it to no other Idea, m my thoughts, 
than a hodg-podg of Malice and Impertimence, unworthy'a 
rational mans Animadver fron. Accordingly it was my Dr- 
termination, that if any one elſe woul.l expend time to give 
it a publick Anſwer, they night ; bit it ſhinld have none 
from me. | But obſerving ever fance its Appearance, 'ouy | 
Adverſaries very loud and inceſſant im its Praiſe,” and every © 
[2 wndeſerved Object of its 'malice ſtlent ; the common: Inte- 
| reſt and Reputation of that Communion to which F belong, 
| has at laſt prevailed with me to make my publick Refletti- 
ens'upon it'; And this is indeed a'true Account of their 
tardy and ' flow appearance ; wherein if any thing ſeem 
Satyrical, the Author of that Pampblet may thank himſelf, 
who. has given fuch- juſt Provocations ; for - the Reader 
may. obſerve, that for ' the:mift part -T have only reflefted 
back. our Authors Venom-nto his own Face; 
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- Maliciow a tb Pan, 
CO ENTITULED,. | 
Reaſon againſt Rage, 6 Ke. 300 2 


A D: "Thongs Speed paſſed” over ; all his. Age 
* as he pretends he had once-determined- for 
the Remainder of it, in ſilence, and 'reti-- 
' Ted's: he had'done his Contitry and himſelf | 
"S mc better ſervice, thin in' any thing that 
_ bei bath yet offer dto-the-Publick >The Nation is fadti 
- __ ous and divided enough already, and one would think a 
Man ſo far on his :Journey to his latter end, ſhould have- 
found: ſomewhat elſe to do, than to have re-atted thus 
the principal Fool-in-the-Play. What he offers as a Apo- 
logy for his holding forth at this time, had-more ſcaſona-- 
i; bly beeri-applyed 1n- perſuading him to have- held his. 
tongue. He pretends, * He: met lately with a: malicious * Pag; 4. 
Libel, contrived and publiſh'd on purpoſe to expoſe, and (if 
poſlible) to draw inth popular: Contempt, the two” Caridi- 
_ himſelf, &e.. Now if by Malicious Libel he means 
' his own Sermon,:I readily concur with him; and* ad& 
{ alſo, That it is not:only a Pattern of the deepeſt Malice 
| againſt his Fellow-Chriſtians, the moſt impudent 'Ha- 


rangue 


t2:) 
rangue againſt the Government of his Country, but the 
moſt blaſphemous Libel againſt God Almighty, that ever 
T read of that Nature : bringing him in_to 

| all the Barbarities, and Confuſions, of that*moſt unhap- 
Py Age. If he means the Dedication-of -his Sermon, 
there is Nothing in that which, in propriety of Speech, 
deſerves the denomination of a Libel, till he nick-named 


it: nor any thing ſo malicious; all he had the handling 


of it. — EZ 

But methinks I cannot compoſe my Countenance, when 
I read Thomas Speed, thus nicely jealous of falling into 
popular Contempt in tiis:Old age:z as if the World had 
ſealed Approbation to all the former part. of his Life : 
one would. think thit:a'Revitw of the foubzeſs of his paſt 
Behaviour, particularly of the Birth of his own begetting, 
now re-printed, ſhoutd briag/him to an humble acknow- 
ledgment ,, that. he . has never deſerved a jult freedom 
from 1t. HM "+ gr ox. Sp LS © 
— -As for the twg rejected Candidates, I am bogtily for- 
ry.that-they.haye been ſo far milguided by the Fhatteries, 
and fly lafinuations of ag unreaſonable, and reſtleſs Fa- 
Gion, as: by theix. own Meaſures, to draw themitlves.into 
any popular Diſreſpe&, or Contempt : ; being both Men 
that might otherwiſe deſerve a conſiderable Figure-in 
the City ; And I amiſo, much the mgre {orry-;for thetn, 
that they baye: no better Advocate for. their Reputation, 
than the Author of this ſcurrilous Pamphlet 5 who-as his 
Tongue may: be efteemed no (lander, fo neither may his 
Pen be thought a Credit. | | 


_ He ſets out in the firſt, Page of his. Book, in the Lan= 

uage of a Criminal; pleading to.an Indjment for his 
Lies ; the Reaſon 1 cannot. diſcern : indeed, that: he has 
in as Life-time deſerved to haye been Arraign'd, and 
Condemn'd for Rebellion, is not only a Matter of Fatt 


ſufficiently 
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(3.3; 
ſufciently known to-the:Werld, hut, which hejbimſelf 


acknowledges, when he pleads for his Lergany, 3 the molſt.4 page 14.) 


Graciois Att of Indemnity of King. (barks theSecogd 3, 
but that is paſt and forgiven (I hope) -by God, as well 
as all good Men that were then Sufferers5,, but here he 
is neither Charged; nor. Indidted,':exprefly,” for. . any 
Crime at all 5 and-yethe would infinuateto the Reader, 
as if he were arraigned fox: a Criminal 3: which. Puts me. 
in mind of. a very great and gobd Saying, 4ignilty Cone 
ſcience needs no Accaſer. 0 HY 
Having. thus conſidered the Epiſtle Dedicatory of his 
Sermon, as a formal Indi&ment drawn up againſt hum 5 - 
he introduces his:defence with fthis ſeurxilpus and pedan- 


tick RefleCtion upon it, ©#z. thatcit is *;4 deformed Lis » p,,. ,. 


bel, whoſe Cawtents are fitter to be turu'd into. a Song, to be 
ſung by a crew of Drunkards at an Ale-bench, than to be 
expoſed to the' wiew. and peruſal of any judzcious and. ſerious, 
Readers. | Now that whit Jie here calls, with - ſo; much, 
Venom, 32 Libel, is, agcording tg his pwn Epithete, in 
ſome meaſure deform'd, I-ſhall grant him without. much 
contradiCtion, fince his Actions bear a principal Part in it; 
but to fee how: ſtrangely a flight. of Rhetorick, ſpir 
with Venom, may ſparkle back: its Paiſon upon the Face 
of-the Oratar. . He would have! the,Contents of the. E- 
piſiie, tv be fit-matter: only for a dranken Song 3 now. I 
have Charity to think, that be woulf.not have Scripture 
Phraſes thus lewdly Prophaned 5 wherefore his Words 
fem ta import no more than this, that his own Actions 
are a:fit Subject, and bimfelf a proper Heroe for a Penny 
__ 5 becauſe thee are the Contents-of., the whole 
"ho the next Paragraph be enters upon alarge digreſ- 
fion : But in the very firft Grain, Tifphone diſcovers her 
Hand gmiding. is Pen, to let you (re whay Fury inſpired 
Rt the 


(14: 
Ex ungue the WhIE': hit the (8pinit' which avrit! that: feof 42 Paper: 
Logan: ' ar} Feprigted that Sermidrs,  thirſteth* after-:Bloo; told 
rejoyce fo have his,” 6. Now if ''it be our Bleſſed: Savi-* 
+ Matt. 7. ouUrs' own advice to his Diſciples, + Judge rot, that:ye. be 
I zot judged; how far is he' from: walking (according'to 
* Pag- 22, his Prenificn) ® 7 the #ioſt agreeable way'to' the PratFite of 
the Primitive Chriftians,  nientiond -in Holy \Scripruies ;) 
who publiſhes hirmſelf to be of '{o-Cenſotious-and'Mali-: 
+ Pag. 22. cions a Judgment-3. for | Could: the-yroſt malicions abvorg 
Mortals (I had almoſt ſaid among Devils) have belchr 
out a more revengeful and-uncharitable”Exprefliior? - If 
he defires a ſatisfaftory 'Anfwer to'this firſt Efay. of his 
Charity, 1 do affure him {that/he may'not ſtandthus jei! 
*dread of his[5fe) F know of no ſack thirſty-Cannibals'in! 
| England, wnleſs there'be any lurking among our Factious' 
Herds; or if there ſhould chance to be any ſuch Sal- 
Vage, in Sheeps Clothing among us, he above all, has 
the Teaſt reaſon to'fear tim 5 for (by his Stile:m his wa, 
F'gueſs his Blood 1s {6 corrupted with Venom and Gall, 
that one drop 'would' be apt to diſguſt the thirſtieſt Can- 
nibal upon Earth. J 
We will leave our Author here, to gratifie his malici- 
ous and revengetal Spirit,--with wording, according/to 
his peculiar Talent,/old- bugbear Stories of Perſecution ; 
and ,meet hirn agam'atthe' Cloſe, to ſee what Applicati- 
* Pag. 4 ON he makes to them. -*' I mention not (faith he) theſe 
Cruelties, with this ſolemn Oath (God is my witneſs) with 
the leaſt deſire or deſien, to provoke the living Sufferers, to 
fo much as 'k thought - of Revenge, or ''maliciouſly to- expoſe 
the Perſfons of their Oppreſſors. -But does he expectito gain 
a belief in any rational Man to this Afſertion, while he 
breaks'aft Article of his own Faith for its Confirmation ? 
'Tis a great Sign what .a jealonſie he had, how like a 
barefaced Contradidion this would look, to.what he had 
_ mahcioully, 


32 
maliciouſly, and revengefully recited before 3 that (con- 
trary to his Perſwaſion) he binds it with an Oath: But 
Men of Sence are too well acquainted with the diſtin- 


guiſhing Vice of his Sed, to meaſure his Intentions by his 


Pretenſtons3 eſpecially in a thing thus ſtrangely incredible? 
for whoſoever ſhall conſider, what a Spirit of Unchari- 
tableneſs runs through this whole Book 3 and particular- 
ly, with what venomous Daſhes he has Poiſoned this re- 
citation, muſt 1magine, that the Spirit of Malice here 
pen'd, what a defire of Revenge Indicted; and will 
therefore read it rather as a Romance, than an impartial 
Hiſtory, 

Is it thus, that our Author fulfills that Chriſtian Do- 
Frine of the Apoſtle Panl, Being reviled we bleſs ? certain- 
ly his Book is the worſt Comment upon the Text, that 
I ever heard of: I own it's very natural for Men under 


preſent Sufferings (though never ſo deſerved) to be un- 


caſte 3 but it raiſes Nature, to read Thomas Speed making 
ſuch paſſtonate Complaints, with ſo many malicious Ag- 
gravations, of what he and his Diſſenting Brethren, a 
while ago, in King Charles the Second's days endured ; 
who was, not many years before, a very active and lead- 
ing Man, in the Perſecution of the diſtreſſed National 


Church, with infinitely more exquiſite Cruelties and 


Barbarities : Of what a turbulent and revengeful Spirit 


muſt he be, who winces thus in cold Blood, at the de- 
ſerved chaſtiſement of a Whip from thoſe, whom a little 


before, he himſelf was Inſtrumental to afflict with Scor- 
ions? | 

Should I follow him for my Preſident, and undertake 
to relate how barbarouſly and inhumanly, the Members 
of the Eſtabliſht Church, have been handled by her Diſ- 
ſenters, whenever they could get power enough in their 
hands, to commence Executioners of their own bloody 
B Rage 3 


(6) 
Rage; I am perſwaded, I could draw out as black a 
Scene of Perſecution, as any Recorded in the Chriſtian 
Church ; having above all this great Aggravation, that 
theſe Men have broke through the Laws of their Coun- 
try, to Perſecute the true Obſervers of the Laws of God: 
I need not be particular,” with the Author of the un- 
charitable Pamphlet we now cenſure, about the blood 

Oliverian days (that indelable Blot in our Ezgliſh Annals.) 
What a laſting and diſmal Tragedy of Perſecution was 
then tranſafted by the Diſſenters, againſt the Church of 
Ezelind ; being ſatisfied, that he needs no Information, 
who was an eminent Acor therein himſelf (the God;:of 
Mercy forgive; him tor it !) But-that ] may. not leaye: the 
Reader thus, upon a general Notion, I will give: him-one 
Inſtance only of the Cruelty of thoſe days, by which he 
may gueſs atall the reſt 3 which I choſc the rather to.relate 
in this Place, becauſe it was tranſacted in this City,,.m the 
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« ſhe lay, fo that the Rain and Weather beating, wnpon 
& her from withont, and a Heart full of Grief:opprefling 
« her Within, ſhe was ſoon frum thence remoyed. to her 
{« Bed of Clay. . But to make her amends for the loſs 

«of her Life, they xc{olved.to ſend; her diſconſolate 
bo tt « Husband 


EX] 

«fjnsband ſoon after her; in order therennto, they pro- 
< ceedto drag him out of the Houſe firſt 5 but && un. 
« willing to lodge'in the Fields, and fearce knowing 
<xphete to ſhelter his poor MotherleG Family, catches 
<« ho upon the Staple of the iDoor, and ſtrngles a while 
fx 'his own Property 3 but being overwhelm'd with 
«theſe Tndignities and Sorrows, he (within lf than a 
& PFortnights ſpace) ſubmitted quietly to' the diflolution 
4 of his Earthy Tabernacle, that his Soul might go, and 
&* find onthis deareſt Ladies, in the happy retirement of 
« Heaven : After which, the miſerable ſurvivers of their 
« Family, were expoſed deſtitute and naked, to the Cha- 
« rity of thoſe, who were able and willing then to re- 
« Hteve then. | 

' Now if- * if will not dvail the guilty, in the day of Gods * pace 53 
righteous Fudement, to plead for their juſtification, that they 
had a'Law ; will it not extreamly aggravate the Con- 
denifation of thoſe, who were thus infinitely more crue] 
and inhuman, without, yea even contrary to the Laws 
of God and Man? But our Author will be apt to fay, 
this is ftale news; an4 we are extreantly alter'd- ſince that, 
we are not the ſame Meir, we were Thirty nine gears ago. 
T anſwer, 'tis true, you cannot at preſent ſhew your 
ſelves the fame Men, but' we thank your want of Power, 
not your want of Malice; for we do not find, that the 
ſrviving Inſtruments of thoſe ſalvage Craelties, do now 
ſpeakiof them with: any publick dereſtation and ab- 
-horrence. 

The poor Epiſcopal Clergy and Laiety in Scotland, I 
belteve, will experimentally tell you, that their Coun- 
trymen, of your FaCtionz, are much the ſame as they 
were formerly ; orif alter'd, not at all for the better : 
! Tis but for them to write Jacobite in'the Forehead of an 
| honeſt Church-man, and - is Sequeſter'd, Outlaw'd ; 

2 and 


UMI 


IS] 


and then Cerber#s, that many headed Monſter of their 
Ccuſpry, the Rabble, is let looſe upon him: how dif- 
mally are Honeſt and Pious Men, with their Families, 
deprived of their Properties, and oppreſſed in their Per- 
ſons, Sequeſter'd, Outlaw'd, Impriſoned, and harraſſed out 
of their Lives, many of them, by the prevailing Party 
and yet we do not inflame the Nation with our Com- 
plaints : Whereas were there but a Shadow of thoſe Seve- 
rities, executed upon our Diflenters (who for the Miſ- 
chief they do our Government, juſtly deſerve them) we 
ſhould have them roar out their Sufferings, and make 
ſuch Proclamations of Perſecution, as if all the. Barba- 
riau World was: faln upon them. 

But I need not Inſtance in Cruelty and. Perſecution 
to the Church, executed by Men of our Diffenters Prin- 
ciples, thus forreign to us3 for did not our Ezgliſh T1- 
gers of the ſame Fury, not many Months ago, while truſt- 
ed by the Government, with a little more Rope than or- 


_ dinary, make at all Eminent and Honeſt Church-men, 


* Pag. 2 


with as much eagerneſs as ever, ſparkling their Eyes, and 
ſhewing their Teeth, and giving many ſhrewd: Signs 
what they would be at, could. their Power but keep touch 
with their Malice? Nay, in many Places, 'tis well known, 
they broke looſe, to the Terror -of. many Honeſt and 
Loyal Men 3. particularly in Gloceſter, where (if I am 
not mifinformed) was Executed, upon a very Reverend 
and Learned Dottor of Divinity, and Prebendary. of 
that Cathedral, a piece of unjuſt Cruelty, exceeding 
what my niggard Rage can expreſs ; and therefore I ſhall 
beg our Author, to lend me ſome of his Venomous 
Words to relate it. * What generous Spirited Perſon is there, 
who delighting in his Dogs, would not, in caſe Kj any of 
their Sickneſs, not ouly allow, but. command their Keeper, to 
let ther out of their Kennel into the open Air, in order to 
their 


#7 
their Recovery But ( 'tis ſaid) this Benefit was denied 
him, till the lagniſhing Body of that innocent SufſereNJvas 
paſt Cure. Mary other innocent Gentry were likewiſe 
throng d together, in that miſerable manner, in unwholeſone 
Confinements, ready to be ſtifled, for want of Air to breathe 
in, and convenient Room for Reſt. 
 T have fallen into this neceſſary Digreſſion. (contrary 
to my Gerizs ) to ſhew how little reaſon our Author, 
or any Diſlenter has, to charge us with the Spirit of 
Cruelty, and Perſecution.z and to recite ſuch Bugbear 
Stories, of their paſt Sufferings, with ſo much Malice, 
and Revenge againſt us; eſpecially now, while he, and 
his Difſenting Brethren, enjoy their fill of Religious Li- 
centiouſneſs. And I think I have given him a Digrefli- 
on. for his Digreſſion 3 or if I have not, I am ſure I 
cauld. 

I come now to meet him at the Cloſe of his Digreſſt- 


on; for which he gives this Apology, * That it was for * pag. 5; 


the ſake of thoſe, in whom that. uncharitable Spirit of Per- 
ſecution is yet alive, Now I prefume he cannot be guil- 
ry of ſuch an unaccountable piece of Ingratitude, as to- 
mean the Members ot the Church of Ezglard, (tor from 
them he now enjoys the Liberty of his Conſcience, and 
of whatſoever elſe he can reaſonably expe, undiſtur- 
bed) I, have Charity therefore to think, that he did,. or 
at leaſt ought. to mean, thoſe his Diſſenting Brethren, 
who (not long fince) actually began a Repetition of 
thoſe inhumane Cruelties, in which they once made ſo 
great a Progreſs ; againſt thoſe, who do them no greater. 
miſchief, than allowing them. the Liberty of. their. Con- 
ſciences. 

Having thus gratified his petulant, and malicious Hu-- 
mour, 1n an untimely Recitation of paſt. Sufferings, till: 
tte ſeem'd. to be out of breath.z he: comes. now (if. you. 
will. 


* Pag. 6. 


* Pag, 6. 
Fides non 
eft cogenda, 


( 10)) 
will believe bim) *-calmzly,*knid in the. ſpirit- 0) eekef, 


fer'd in tts defence. :- -* l We; EE x An 
" The Baſis of all his *Argtitnents; is what he has laid 
down it the firſt Line, * That Faith is not to'be forced < 
(I ſuppoſe there is'ho one in theſe Parts, can welf be. ig- 
norant of this Maxim, which was, not long ſince, fo in- 
duſtrioufly publiſht, by our Author's once intimate Cro- 
nep,-andFool, as an Article of his Faith, the ill conſe- 
quence of which Imprudence (to ſay no worſe) I believe 
coſt him many a thoughtfal Recantation.) Now TI will 
freely grant our Author his Principle, That Faith ay 
20k, becauſe cannot, be forced: Nor am I for the execu- 
tion 


| 
f 


UMI 


(11) 


tion.of any Rigour, upon - any Believers of Chriſt, of 
what denomination ſoever ; provided they obſerve the 
Sb G5 +5 Haſt thou Faith, have it to thy. felf before * Rom. (1.4 
o long as any , Man's private Perſtafion of 22- 
Mind, contjnges inoffenſive to the Publick Church, and 
State,: would not (for my own. part) moleſt him, no 
not with. a'Thopght. ; -._ |. 
 Butwhen Men by an -PPen 5 turbiilent Profeſfion,and 
Vindication. of : their, inward Perſyaſions, ſhall, either diy 
reply, or indirectly, encourage. Immorality,” or Irreli- 
gion, ar foment Hereſie, Schiſm, or Faftion, in hr, 


Pr: Stfts; 5- then high xiye bop Cay yg ſtrate, ro 
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ment.; And ne! frog 1 .deny any. Tnſer=ias our \iithor 
.eanmake,. from, his. Fel Principle, for a Talcration , by 
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that ſhalt break gyt.jnqo Publick Diy ions, and Faftions, 


theſe may, and are tg be diſcouraged ih. ſeverity 3 ; for 
then: the Coergiye Pawer.1s. 9, Jepellg dagainſt Faith, bat 
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ſelves, not blame good Laws, whoſe turbulent outward 
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Zea), not whoſe inward Faith, has at any time betray'd 
them into Sufferings. ESC. | 
That miſtaken Zeal, and Paſſion, Men generally have, 
for the promotion, and encouragement of their own 
Perſuaſfions , will ſcarcely ( without much conqueſt 
over Nature) ſuffer them to.ceaſe from ufing all imagt- 
nable Endeavours, to make Proſelytes to their--Party, 
though they rob; the eſtabliſht Chnrch' of her genuine + 
Members for them ; nay, 'tis that which Diffenters of eve- 
ry ſort, principally aim at, that ſo by weakning her, and 
increaſing themſelves, they may at laſt cope with her, 
and get the Dominion aver her; This is what'will ever 
be the Practice of all 'Diſfenters from the eſtabliſht 
Church, unleſs we could ſuppoſe their very Natures 
ſhould be altered. th 7: 
Now if ſuch be the Induſtry, and Cunning of our 
Churches Adverſfaries, for her deſtruftion, from a natu- 
ral Zeal, for the promotion of their own Perſuafions ; 
tis-but rational, that the Government ſhould uſe ſach 
legal and neceſſary Meaſures, as may give a check to this 
their innate Ambition,and compel them (if poflible) mto 
the Boſom of the National Church 3 if not, at leaſt to 
prevent thoſe, who are already there, from falling away. 
'Tis true, * Errour is a Malady of the' Underſtanding 3 
and fo long as it : remains there only, the proper Cure 
is ſound Reaſon : but let me add too, That Obſtinacy, 
and a turbulent Zeal, are Maladies of the Will ; and for 
a diſtemper'd Will, outward Compulſion, and Coercion, 
are the likelieſt Means for Cure : When therefore ſich 
convincing Arguments have been offer'd, as have filenc'd 
an erroneous Underſtanding, and yet the: Will ſhall 


continue ſtill to hold out in oppoſition, this obſtinate 
Fort of the Soul muſt be ſtormed to a Compliance by 


outward Force, becauſe Arguments joined with gentle Ad- 
OY monitions, 


: 2, 
monitions,, and wholeſom . Exhortations , cannot effe” 
Ctually reach this diſtemper'd Part; and therefore, 
our Authors Paralel, 1s of a piece with the reſt of his 
Argument, a Rope of Sand, which will by” no. means 


hold together 3 for though 'ris true, + That Chirurgion + Pag. 7. 


would apppear very ridiculous, among Men of underſtanding, 
who when a Perſon ſought to him, for the care of a Wound 
in his Head, ſhould apply only a Plaiſter to his Heel ;, yet 
the Caſe is: otherwiſe with the Patients we have to deal 
with 3/it- 1s not a Wound in their Head; but Prejudice, 
and Enthuſiaſm in diſtemper'd Brains, 15 their Malady : 
Now 'tis a known Method with Phyſicians, when the 
Diſtemper has prevailed, to the diſturbance of the 
Brain, - and the Patient is become Enthuſtaſtick, and 
Light- headed, to apply a drawing, or coercive Plaiſter 


' to the Foot, as the laſt and moſt effetual Remedy. 


- In ſhort, ?tis a ſufficient Anſwer to his firſt Argument, 
that though Faith is not to be forced, yet the growth of 
Schiſinatical Diviſtions and Fattions, againit the Eſtabliſh 
Church; 1s to be diſcouraged and ſuppreſt 3 and 'tis well 
known, the deſign of our Laws, was againſt the latter, 
not againſt the tormer 3 and if the Correction of the 
one, has at any time by accident, molefted the other, 
they may thank themſelves, and the Enconragers of Di- 
viſion for it, who ſuffer'd'in that Nature : For had the 


Diſſenters been ' always * innocent Livers, to the Govern- x py, 5, 


ment-wards, in the Land of their Nativity, they had: (I 
am perſwaded) never felt the Severity of Penal Laws. 


But becauſe our Author ſeems to raiſe a + Second Ar- + Fag. 7. 
'gument for Indulgence to Difſenters, from the Nature 


of Religion, and the Practice of Chriſt-and-his Apoſtles 3 
[ ſhall, once for all, fally denonfrate (by a Line of 
Hiſtory) that Religion has (by the Approbation of God 
Its Author) always had a coercive Power, lodg'd m -_ 

; hands 


* Jud 17. 
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hands of Authority, for its juſt defence, againſt the in- 
croaching Evils of Idolatrous, or ſchiſmatical FaCtions 
which 1t true, this matter of Fat will ſerve to over- 
throw all ſeeming Arguments alledged againſt it. 

Under the old Law, 'tis well known to all, who do 
not look upon Scripture as a dead Letter, that the Sy- 
pream Magiſtrate did, by the Approbation of God and 
good Men, make uſe of his coercive Power in Sacred 
things. The good Kings of Jxdah exerciſed their $0- 
veraign Authority, in reforming Rehgion, in breaking 
the Idols of the People, and demoliſhing the High Pla- 
ces, that were ſet up contrary to Law, and the Publick 
Eſtabliſhment 3. and for ſo, doing, they are commended 
by the Holy Ghoſt, to have done that which was right 
in the ſight of the Lord. E held? gin 

Nay, and to ſhew you what is likely the genuine If 
ſue, of a ſupine neglect of this coercive Power, in Mat- 
ters of Religion, I ſhall refer you particularly to the 
Seventeenth Chapter of FJnages5 where you may ob- 
ſerve, that in the znterregnum of - the lſraelztes, - after 
Sampſor's Death, the Church of God was miſerably cor- 
rupted,” even to Idolatry it ſelf 5 mſoinuch that Mzcah, 
one of the better ſort of Men then living, had an Houſe 
fall of Gods, which he Worſhipped, contrary to: the 
expreſs Command of the God of Iſrael. Now, whence 
came this lamentable decay of the true Religion ? the 
Sacred Writer, immediately after his Relation of this 
fad decay of the true Religion, ſubjoyns this as the 
Cauſe of itz * It thoſe days there was no King in Iſrael, 
but every man did that which was right in his own eyes. 
(3. e.) There was no Dittator, or Supream Civil Magi- 
{trate, that might authoritatively ſuppreſs diſorders in 
Religion ; but every man was permitted to walk in the 
way of Religion he beſt fancied, and to do _ he 
ilted 


(45) 

liſted in Sacred things; or, according to the Language 
of our Times, every Man was left to the Liberty of his 
Conſcience. [ I'cannot but add in ſo proper a Place, 
what the Reader may obſerve 1n our preſent times, to be 
the miſchievous uſe that is made of Toleration; the co- 
ercive :Power has not been long ſuſpended, but S2ci#54- 
iſm. has.appear'd barefac'd among ns, and the Divinity 
of onr Bleſfed Saviour has been openly' Arraign'd, -and 
denied, in Pamphlets and publick Houſes ;3' which Ilook 
Upon to be rather of a more malignant Conſequence, to 
the Chriſtian Religion, than Idolatry was to Judaiſfn.--- 
Bur this, at preſent, under the Roſe.] - 
-.. I return tomy purpoſe, to confiray out of wo pm 
Hiſtory, the Divine as well as Human Right, of a co- 
ercive Power, in Matters of Religion, lodged in the 
Civil Magiſtrate. oy 

We read +of a Commiſiton that King Artaxerxes gran-' + Ezr. 7. 
ted to Ezra, for the beautifying of the Temple of God'at 
Jeruſalem, and tor reſtoring the exerciſe of the trne Re- 
ligion there, by a legal Eſtabliſhment ; at the cloſe-of 
which, he Authorizes him to put this Alt of Uniformity 
in Execution 3 * And whoſoever will not do the Law of * ver. 26. 
thy God, and the Law of thy King, let Judgment be ere: 
cuted ſpeedily upon him, whether it be unto Death, oz to 
Baniſhinent, -M to Confiſcation of Goods, o2 to Jmpyſſort: 
ment. -- And to let you ſee, that this A& had paſſed the 
Royal Aflent and Approbation of the King of Kings, the 
God of 1ſrae!; the inſpired Penman, in the very next | 
Verſe, Bleſſes the God of his Fathers, for putting ſuch 4 
thing into the Kings heart - And according to Order, we 
read + That Ezra, with the Elders of Iſrael, did a&tal- t Ezr. 10. 
ly put this Penal Law in Execution ; from fo clear a Pre- 7 * 
{;dent, there 1s no evaſion. | | 
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.. To deſcend to the new Teſtament : *Tis confeſt, that 
1 the Infancy of Chriſtianity, in: the days of. the Apo- 
ſtles, we can -produce no Inſtance-:of | the. Civil Magi}- 
ſtrates interpoſing his coercive Power, 1n the 'defence'of 
the Chriſtian Church 3 but then there 1s a very good Rea- 
fon-for. it, becauſe there. were then.no Chriſtian -Magt- 
ſtrates 3 but to ſhew you: the-neceſfity of: the thing it 
{clf, for the good of. Religion, tis highly obſervable, 
that at that time, God ſupplied the want of the ordi- 
nary Power of the Civil Magiſtrate, by inveſting his Apo- 
ſtles, with an extraordinary coercive Power .1n;Sacred 
things; whereby j they inflicted Corporal Puniſhments, 
with.more feverity,than the Civil, Magiſtrate could; pre- 


tend. :Thus,' X 4nari%, and Saphira his Wife, are ſtruck 


dead by St. Peter, at a word of Command: Andindeed, 
ſuch a ſevere Example at firſt, was very requiſite, to'con- 
ciliate Authority to thoſe Governours of the Church, and 
to'create. a dread and terrour of offending inthe reſt, as 
we find it did 5 + And: great fear came: 1pon | all the Church, 
and upon as many as heard theſe things.  _ 
Afterward we do not find, that the Puniſhment of 
Death was inflicted upon any Ofitender by the: Apoſtles; 
but other Corporal Puniſhments, and thoſe very ſevere 
ones. Thus * Elimas the Sorcerer, for  endeavouring to 
hinder Sergizs, the Deputy, from turning tothe Chriſti- 
an Faith, was by St. Paul {track with blindneſs. *Tis 
true, that Embaſſadour of Chriſt (as our Author ſeems 
to obſerve) Þ+ did make uſe of ſoft, and allureing Me- 
thods, for mens Converſion and Reconciliation to God ; 
but he:might haye obſerved too, that when  Meckneſs 


and fair Means would not do, he ſhocke his Virga Aps- 


ftolica, his Apoſtolick- Rod over Offenders in Religion. 


| -*1 Epiſtle Thus he threatens the Corinthians * What will ze? ſhall I 


4; Us 


come unto you with a rod, and in love, or in the ſpirit of meek- 


neſs 2 
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neſs 2 This his Apoſtolick Rod, - wis{beyond'all- diſpute) 
the Power of Excommunication,' and of inflifting thoſe 
Corporal Evils, 'which' were then the uſaal Conſequence 
of it 3 as you may eaſily gather from the ſecond Verſe 
of the next Chapter; which the ſame Apoſtle tells us, 


* he had in-4 readineſs, to revenge all diſobedience. : ' +2 Cor. 


.-: Now it &'very obſervable; that the Perſons whom the 1*- 
Apoſtle there tlireatens, with his revengeful 'Power, were 
certain Schiſmaticks. that had diſtarb'd the Peace and 
Order of the Church of Corinth, planted by himſelf ; 
wherein they had proceeded ſo far, as to call in queſti- 
on the. Authority -of'- that Apoſtle himſelf, as appears 
from the Context 3 and/indeed,” we do not find that 
Stu1P4zl ever. threatned, or menac'd any - other Church 
after this manner 5 and why was he ſo particularly ſevere 
againſt the Corinthians £ They had indeed their other 
Faults; common to them with- other .Churches 3.-but then 
their; Schiſns and Diviſions, - whereby they groily viola- 
ted Church Order and: Unity, were taken notice -of 'by 
the Apoſtle, in @ very particular manner, as a fault ng- 
torious 1n them, above all other Charchesis > which there- 
fore incenſed him ſo ſeverely againſt them. They mi- 
ſcrably ſeparated themſelves into divers Sefts, from the 
Church; which” St. Clement (a fellow: Labourer. with 
St. Pan) tells us, begat at length ſo- many Seditions in 
the State 3: and-indeed a tranſition from one of- thoſe 
Evils to the other,' is very eaſie, and natural, becauſe the 
Settlement of the. State, depends very much 2 the 
Unity of: the Church. - | 
Now if God Almighty all along inveſted the Supreatn 
Magiſtrates of Iſrael, with' a coercive Power: in- Mattevs 
of Religion, we cannot poſſibly imagine, that*he will” 
impute it as a Sin in his Chriftian Kings and Magiſtrates. 
It the —"—_— thought it not repugnant to the*Chriſtian ' 
meeknets 
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meekneſs and gentlene(s, which they taught” others, and 

were Eminent for | themſelves 5 but rather neceſlary -to 

the ends of Church Government, to uſe that 'extraor- 

dinary Power, with which they were inveſted, of inflict- 

ing Corporal Puniſhments, and great Evils on notorious 
Sinners, Schiſmaticks,, and Diſturbers of Church Order; 

- certainly we-cannot-think the Chriſtian Magiſtrate tranſ- 
greijes the: Laws of Religiqn, orithe Genious and Tem- 

per of the Goſpel 4 who by the ordinary Power: com- 

mitted by God unto him, puniſhes ſuch Offenders with 
gentler Penalties. ho}3230; 2 © ph 

_ Aﬀer the Apoſtle: days, when-Chriſtianity. began to 

__ to flonriſhin the World ; -and that. ancient: Propheſie of 

* Wl. 49: Tſazeh; was in ſome meaſure fulfill'd, *.that Kinge ſhould 
4; be nurſing Fathers, and $Jueens nurjng Mothers, to the 
Church of Chriſt ; That is, when Chriſtian Churches had. 

their Kings, and Magiſtrates of, their own Faith; we: find 

all along, that the, beſt of them, 'nſed: their *coercive 
Power, . againſt Hepeticks,  Schiſmaticks, and all. Diſtur- 

bers of. Church Order 3- as I could ealily prove out of 


Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, were to deal with a Man, that had 


any reſpe& for Ancient and Apoſtolical Writings. 
One in Inſtance, indeed, I cannot well paſs by, 2z.' 
The Edit of the firlt Chriſtian. Emperor, Corſtantine the: 
Great, for the utter ſuppreſſing of! all Heretical an 
Schiſmatical Conventicles, which he cauſed to be.Pub-- 
liſht, and put 1n execution throughout all. the Rowar 
+ Lib. 3, Empire of which Euſebivs + has given us a Copy : In 
the Preface to the Edit, this Account 1s. given: of 'it,- 
That the good Emperors patience and. forbearance,. to- 
wards the ſeveral Secs from-the Catholick Church, had" 
been wretchedly abufed by them and. that therefore 
'twas bigh time to put aſtop to the growing Evil of them ; 
and if he could not reclaim thoſe that were _— 
: aced 
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duced from the Church, yet be thought it neceſlary ts 
prevent their Infections ' from Grealing any farther : 
Among the ſeveral Criminals .pointed at in the Edit, 
the Novations are particularly mentioned 3 Which yet 
were no Hereticks 1n any Fundamental Articles, but on- 
ly. Schiſmaticks from the Church in ſome dangerous 
Docrines:' -- NT £137 Webs. 
:.'/Nor were the. Chriſtian Magiſtrates: of the Church at 
any time cenfured, but on the contrary highly commend- 
ed for this their Practice, (fo long as it was managed 
with Diſcretion and Moderation) by the moſt Eminent 
Fathers of. the Church in. their days, as I could prove 
out of their own Writings, if the Men- we have to deal 
with, had any Efteem or Reverence for their Learning 
and' Piety : And if a coercive Power 1n Sacred things, 
has been thus approved of by God, and put in execu- 
tion by the beſt of his Vicegerents, almoſt in all Ages of 
the true Religion 3 as well under the Law, as under the 
Goſpel; I cannot ſee -any Reaſon, why it ſhould bean 
abufe of Authority now. Sure Iam, not the Innocency, 
Modeſty, or quietneſs of Spirit, im the Schiſmaticks of 
our Age, can plead for extraordinary Favours to them, 
from our Government, above what was uſually ſhewn 
m former Ages of the Church, by the beſt Chriſtian Go- 
vernours, to the Schiſins of their Tumes. | 

"Tis indeed high tune, that a check ſhould be pur to 


their Preſumption, who while they are favourably in- - 
dulged with Liberty in Sacred things, inſtead of expref- | 


fing their Gratitude, tothe Authority that gave it, pub- 


tickly claim it as their dune, in deſpite of Authornty it ſelf'- 


For 'twas the Obſervation of Mr. Calvine (an Author 
extreamly admired by the moft [prevailing Sect among 
ns, and therefore I hope, to them at leaft, his. Words 


will be of ſome weight.) * There are none plead againſt the 
Magiſtrates 
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Magiſtrate's Coercive Power, and Sword of Juſtice, but thoſe 
who being conſcious of their own: Hereſtes, Schiſms.,. and 
Miſdeeds, are in danger , and afraid! of ſuffering: by it : 
and therefore would wreſt the Swor# out o the Magiſtrates 
Hand, that they may. perſevere in their Hereſies, Schiſms, 
Blaſphemies, and Offences, without Puniſhment, or. Remorſe. 

But leſt the Argument that I have taithfully: purſited, 
fromthe Scripture of both | Teſtaments ,. and-from!the 


Practice of the moſt celebrated Kings of -J#dah;and Mas. 
giſtrates of Iſrael, under the one, and of the Apoſtles, and. 


beſt Chriſtian Emperors, under the other, ſhould be yer 
too weak to conquer their Prejudice againſt a Coercive 
Power in Matters of Religion, whoſe Intereſt' ahd Eaſe 
is inconfiſtent with it 3 I will now. for; a;cloſe to; the 
whole, compaſs them about with ſo great a cloud of witheſ- 
ſes, as ſhall either ſhame them trom pleading for Tolera- 
tion, or make them who have any Modeſty remaining, 
bluſh at the Divinity . of 'the choiceſt of their own Pa- 
ſtors : For this 1s the poſitive Determination of a whole 
ſcle&t Aſſembly, of the moſt Learned and Eminent of 
them, .in the Age they lived, upon the Caule I havein 
hand, (and indeed the only Publick Aſſembly that ever 
was convened, of Divines diſſenting from the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of the. Church of England ) whoſe Words I here 
tranſcribed verbatim, becaule.I do not remember; i that I 
ever. met with them quoted upon thy. Subjett before. 
* Toleration of divers Religions is impious, and dangerous : 
Impious, if the moſt Paganiſh, Jewiſh, Turkiſh, and Anti- 
chriſtian Conſciences, and Ways, ſhould be permitted; for 


ſo maſt horrid Blaſphemies againſt God, and his Son Jeſus 


Chriſt, ſhould be ſuffered : and Dangerous, becenſe thereby 
the Indignation of the Almighty may be much provoked, ma- 
ny Souls may be ſeduced to damnable Errours, and the Church 
and State rent into deſtrudive Fations. (lt js) contrary to 
Luk 
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Luk. 14-23. and many other places of the Scripture, 
which taken together, do clearly evitf a negative Concluſion 
agniuft-Toleration of ſeveral Religions, where there is Power 
in the Church-aud State t3 ſuppreſs all, but that which js true, 
and conſonant to the Holy Scriptures. 

Having conſidered thus the weaknel(s of our Author's 
two main Arguments for Toleration, drawn from the 
Nature of Faith, and the Primitive Practice of Chriſt, 
and his Apoſtles 3 I will have patience.now to make mv 
Remarks upon his four cloſing Particulars, which he ſo 
heartily recommends to the ſerious, and impartial Con- 
fideration of all Lovers of Truth. 

r. He would have it conſidered, * Whether outward 
forced Conformity, to any fort of Worſhip, Cnot mixt with 
Faith in the Worſhipper ) be a Sacrifice well-pleaſing unto 
God 2 And conſequently, Whether they who by Terrors 
and Torments, do force Men to any external Form of Wor- 
ſhip, of the Truth of which they are not inwardly perſuaded, 
do not thereby compel them to fin, ec. 

I anſwer, Doubtleſs 'tis Faith, and a willing Mind, 
that makes all our Services acceptable to God ; But what 
then 2 Will our: Author infer from hence, That no one 
aught to be compell'd, by a Legal Authority, to give his 
appearance at any” Divine Service, or Form of Worſhip, 
which he refuſes faithfully, and willingly to do; or that 
it is a ſinful Abuſe cf Authority, .to exerciſe ſuch a Com- 
pulſion ? If ſuch a thing be thought a neceſlary Expedi. 
ent for the Publick Peace, and Safety of the Nation, 
that is Argument enough for the Execution of it, albeit 
it may be 1nconfiltent with any private. Man's Intereſt ; 
for that muſt always truckle to the Publick Good : but 
more eſpecially, when the Errours of Private Conftien- 
ces are {et up in oppolition to the Publick Eſtabliſh- 
ment, founded npon the clearelt Truth and Reafon.. -- 
D Indeed 


* Pap. 8. 


* Pag, 21, 
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indeed by the finiſter Inference our Anthor has here 
made, it may be argued as well, That it.is a Sin'in a 
Magiſtrate to compel unwilling Men to' the: obſervance 
of any of the Daties of the Second Table; becauſe not 
the Performance of any of thoſe Duties, 1s any farther 
acceptable to God, than as they are performed with 
Faith, anda willing Mind, | BIT, 2%: 
But he ſeems to haveiprepared me an Anſiver to! this, 
* No Mar: may pretend Conſcience to dammife” his Neigh- 
bour, tn Perſon, Eftate, or Name, the Civil Law js ſet as 
a Guard to —_ theſe, and he that will preſume to vio« 
late it, juſtly ſuffers by the hand of Authority. 'T anſwer, 


If no Mans Conſcience may be allowed. to damnikie a 


private Man, much leſs to interfere with. 'the Publick 
Good ; and if he will allow an erroneous Conſcience to 
be forced 1n ſome things, he will never be able to give 
a ſolid, and juſt Reaſon, why #t may.not in others: be- 
canfe the ſame Authority that has a Right to corre one 
Errour in Conſcience, has doubtleſs the fame Right to 
correCtt all, upon the ſame account, vis. the Promotion 
of the Publick Good. © We 

Now that ſome Difſenters from our Charch, do really 
p#etend Conſcience for danmifying their Neighbours of 
their Legal Eſtates, I fippofe our Author {if he be a 
Quaker) will not dare deny ; or if he does, 1 amifure 
many poor Conntry Vicars can convince him; by wo- 
ful Experience; who with their Families may periſh by 
Poverty, before they can recover, (without the'Rigour 
of the Law): their juſt Tythes, for their neceſſary 'Subſi- 
ſtence, from that brutiſh -Se& of Men called &xzkers'; 
which yet are as much their Right and Property, as the 
Grey Coat upon Thomas Speed's Back is his own. 


Now if the Errours of an obſtinate Conſcience may 


not fecure Men from being .compell'd to their Daty to 
| Man, 
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| Man, I ſee no reaſon why it ſhould exempt them from 


a compulſion to their Duty towards God, fince the one 
is thought as neceſlary for the Publick Peace, and Good, 
as the other :,T grant, thoſe Difſenters who through 
Penalties.are compeN'd to the Communion of the Church 
of. Exgland, may at firſt;comewithons, Faith, and a wil- 
ling Vind 3 .but the Conſequence of this, has yet been 
very good for 'tis well known, that many thus com- 
pell'd at firſt, have upon a due obſervation of the De- 
cency, and Devotion of our Liturgy, ſoon fallen in love 
with-it, and thanked God for the Means of their Con- 
verſion; whom no Toleration could ever tempt from 
the Boſom of our Church again. It.may therefore per- 
haps appear'to be an .ACt of as much Kindneſs, and Cha- 
rity , to. compel Diflenters. to Church, as. to force 
ſtubborn Boys to; School 3; who though they. may hate 
the Rod neyer ſo. much at preſent, are yet brought by 
it to loye their Books firſt, and afterwards the Rod that 
.compelN.d: them. to; it. | ol Hh IE 'T 
The Seeond Conſideration our Author offers for T6- 


leration, is the- Royal Law of Chriſt ; * A/ things what- * Mat. 7. 


ſoever ye wonld that men fhould do to yon, do ye even ſo to * 
them. This ts indeed a Royal Law, the Bafts, or Magna 
Charte, 2s.it were, of the Law, andthe Prophets,. and: is 
of univerſal concern, in the Rules. of xecigrocal. Juſtice 
between. Man. and: Man : but then. .it is extreamly -miſ- 
uſed, when. put into Difſenters Mouths, who are, legal- 
ly proſecuted. for;$chiſm, and Fattion 3, for, as ſuch, they 
are ſyppoſad to be; Criminals at. Law. ; Now though Men 
under” ſuch. Cuccymſtances may, make; uſe .of this-Royal 
Law in theiv own.defence, to thoſe who are authoriſed 
to proſecute them, yet to little putrpoſe and with a 
great deal of abfurdity : for though ſuppoſing a: Judge 
were himſelf a Criminal, we may imagine he would be 
[ D 2 unwilling 
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unwilling himſelf to ſuffer 3 yet this cannot be thought 
a ſufficient Plea, from a Criminal to a Judge. 

His Third Conſideration is much to the ſame effe&t 
with the Firſt; and therefore may take the ſame An- 
{wer ; only he adds this Aggravation , That * Attempts 
$9 impoſe upon Conſcience in things Religious, is a high, 
and manifeſt ContradiFion to the Spirit of Truth. Now in 
anſwer to this, I will only ſuppoſe, what in this Caſe is 
natural to be ſuppoſed , That the Conſciences of thoſe 
who divide themſelves by Schiſms, and Fa&tions, from 
the Eſtabliſh't Church, are miſguided, and erroneous, or 
at leaſt they are look't upon as ſuch; now whether a 
compelling Men from Errour to Trath, be a Contradi- 
Aion to the Spirit of Truth, let the Reader judge. 'Tis 
true, the Apoſtle ſays, * Let every mar be fully perſuaded 
in his own mind ; but then his Lord and Maſter hath ſaid 
alſo, upon the ſuppoſition that Men refufe to be wrought 
upon by 'Perſuafions, || Compe! them to 'comt in, that my 
houſe may be filled. | | 

His Laſt Confideration 1s to this effect, t Whether every 
Mar, ſtanding obliged to render an Account of himſelf to 
God, ſhould not manage the Concerns of his own Soul, ac- 


cording to what he himſelf doth underflaud and believe 2 


I anſwer, This Conſideration preſſes for ſuch a Liberti- 


niſn, and Licentiouſneſs, as I am ſure no-modeſt Diffen- 
ter can defire 3 it beſpeaks Liberty not only for Schiſm, 
and Herefie, but for Atheiſm too; ſo that the Atheiſt, 
that will believe there is no God, ſhall be allowed to 
manage the Concerns of his Soul according to that Belief: 


nay, 'the'barbarons Murtherers of the oy Apoltles, 


fore-mentioned by"Chriſt, are countenanced by this No- 


tion ; for according to what they then underſtood, and 
believed, the Text expreſly ſays, * That 7» killing them, 
they ſhould think they were doing God Service. 


At 
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At the Cloſe of his tedious Digreſſion for Indulgence 
to Diſſenters, he brings in * Death (the King of Terrors ) *Pag: to. 
to afright thoſe, whom the weakneſs of his Argument 
cannot perſuade to a Compliance 3 but Men of honeſt, 
and rational Principles, will not be ſcared out of them 
by that Kirzg of Terrors, eſpecially when confined in our 
Author's empty Parenthefis : Indeed he might with the 
ſame trouble have claſp'd in the whole Paragraph, as well 
as that Periphraſis of Death, for any thing of argument 


or weight 1t has in it. 


The Sum of all 1s this, That an eſtabliſh't Church 
muſt have Laws for its Uniformity, has in the beſt Ages 
of Religion been thought as neceſſary, as that there be 
an eſtabliſh't Church in a Nation 3 eſpecially then does 
our Eſtabliſhment require them, becauſe the Diſlenters 
from it are ſo numerous, and turbulent : and I may mo- 
_ deſtly ay, That the Laws of this Kingdom for Tote ' © 
tidf, now by Authority connived: at, are as mild and 
gentle, ( howſoever at any time irregularly executed ) 
as: any probably that have been' made of that nature: 
and I am fatisfied, it was the neceſſary Defence of the 
Evil of Schiſm, and Fa- 
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Kingdom, from the —_— 
tion, that firſt extorted them fr 


om our Law-givers. 
And though the ſeveral Schiſmaticks from our Church 
may, while they themſelves are at the mercy of the 
Laws, plead for Toleration 3 yet I am fully ſatisfied 
(by what they did, when they once forced our Govern- 
ment up-ſ{ide-down) that were any of them the Natio- 
nal Party, they would ſhew unſpeakably leſs pity to 
Diſſenters from them. than what in the ſevereſt of Times 
they have received as Diſſenters from Us. This is a 
Truth that has been confeſt as the Thoughts, even of 
ſome ſober, and quiet Diſſenters, in my own hearing 3 
who declared, they had rather live under the Govern- 
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ment of the Church of Ezglard, than to ſee any Party 
of the Diflenters riſe up above it, becauſe of that in- 
nate Rigour that is generally lodged m their Minds, for 
thar own Perſuafions, | 

If the brdependent condemn this as Heterodox, let 
him take (for his ſatisfaction) a Journy to Scotland, and 
try a little what 'tis to live a Diſfenter, under the Go- 
vernment of Prebytery : If the Precbyterian want fatif- 
faction, let him go over into New-Exgland, and fatisfie 
himſelf how 'tis to live a Diſſenter under an Indeperdent 
Government : Sure I am, our Author wonld have done 
thoſe of his own Perſuafion much more ſervice, had 
he fent his Arguments for Indulgence thither , where 
Zuakers have not only been menaced, but even hangd 
for their Religion 3 rather than broach't them ſo unſea- 
fonably'here, where Licentionfneſs 1s grarited to alk. Ir 
(rt, thoſe Diſſenters: muſt be far gone in Impudence; 


who are forwardto charge the Execution of our PEhal 


Laws im-King Charles the Second's Days,with Severity,and 
Perſecution, if they ſeriouſly conſider how far the Let- 
ter of our Laws came behind, in Rigour, the Pattern 
they gave us in the Days jaſt before, whoſe Statute for 
putting in Execution the DereFory, was worded. with 
this rigid Sentence :—— That if any Perfon hereafter 
thall uſe oz cauſe to be nſed; the Bok of Commen P2ay: 
er, in any Church oz Publick Place of Woahfp, 0? in 
any Pyvate Place, 0 Family, wfthin- this' KingYony 2 
Every Perſon fo offenving, ſhall: fo2 the firſt Offence pay 
the Sunn of Five Pounds; fo? the ſecony, Ten Pounds; 
fo: the thiry, ſhall ſuffer one whole Prats Jmpxſonmene, 
without Bat! 02 Bainpatſe, And: now! Þ hope Þ have 
ower? our Author a Digreſlion for his Digrefhon again. 

He comes now * to make his particular Anima ver: 
fions, upon the Contents of the Epiſtle to his Sermon: ; 
bat 
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but the thing it ſelf is ſo light, and his Animadverſfions 
upon it are ſo Impertinent to the purpoſe, that 1 donot 
think it worth while to trouble the Reader, with a Vn- 
dication of the one, or Remarks upon the other 5 only 
I muſt needs fay, I have Charity to think, that the hea- 
vieſt Charge our Author ſeems to lay againſt it, is unde- 
ſerving 3 I readily grant, To jeft with ſerious, and ſport 
with facred things, is juſtly exploded by Men of Religion. 
But] am inclinable to imagine, that the Scripture Phraſes 
made nſc of in that Epiſtle, were by no means intended 
to ridicule things Sacred, but only to expoſe the Vanity 
and Spiritual Pride of thoſe, who uſually appropriate 
thoſe Expreſſions to themſelves, by way of excluſion to 
others, who are not of their Perſwaſion, as if Saintſhip 
were peculiar to Schiſm, and an Antipathy to Umty, the 
genuine Badge of a Diſciple of the Prince of Peace. 
 Methinks I cannot but obſerve likewiſe, that notwith- 
ſtanding this defign of the Epiſtle, our Author (not to 
break an old Cuſtom) gravely applies all thoſe Scripture 
Phraſes, which are ſo many Expreſlions for the Saints of 
God in Holy Writ, to himfelf and his Diſfenting Bre- 
thren 3 which (while I confider the Lives and Converſa- 
tions of many among them) I cannot but look upon, a 
very great Prophanation of Scripture : Sothat he was re- 
folved, in all things, to be even with his Adverſarl6s ; 
and If they ridicule Scripture, he will be ſure to pro- 
phane 1t : If he fappoſed thoſe Sacred Phraſes to have 
been uſed ferionſly, why does he find fanlt> If only © 
drollingly and jacoſely, why does he apply them to him- 
fel and his Brethren in a ſertous Sence ?. For to be Sa- 
ered with a Jeſt, is as ridiculous, as.to jeſt with things 
Sacred is Irreligious. | 
In his Animadverfion Page 13, the Reader may ob- 
ferve ſuch a Venomous ftrain of Scurrihty and Malice, 
running 


Tf Luk. 16. 
3, 


( 28 ) 


running through the whole Paragraph, (not againſt his 
particular Adverſaries, but againſt our whole Commu- 
nion) as I am perſwaded the Devil himſelf (as great a 
Satyriſt as he is reported to be) cannot out-do, unleſs he 
firſt dip his Pen in our Authors Gall. He tells you (if 
you will believe him) that ſeveral hundreds of Church- 
men, Voted with the Factious Crew, all ſober Men, de- 
ſerving doubtleſs of that Character, becauſe of their Par- 
ty : Nay, hereby 1 am perſwaded, had Lucifer himſelf 
appear'd in human ſhape at that time, and Voted for them, 
he had paſledin the ſan&ifiid Crowd, for a modeſt ſober 
Gentleman, unleſs ſome of us had firſt diſcover'd his 
Cloven Foot : For I have many years made it my par- 
ticular Obſervation, that our Diſſenters chiefly advance 
themſelves in the World, by this Religious Cunning and 
Policy; they never publickly explode Vice among them- 
ſelves; and though they generally differ more from one 
another in Principles,than from the Eſtabliſht- Church, yet 
they induſtriouſly ſtifle each others Crimes, while all joyn 
with open Mouths, to run down the whole Communion 
of the Church, in full Cries 3 they have ſuch Critical 
and Cenſorious Eyes, that they can ſee clearly a Mote in 
an honeſt Church- mans Eye, though they have a Beam in 
their own for a Teliſcopez which is a Humour extreamly 
contrary to the Genious of thoſe, who belong to the 
publick Communion, who are upon the other extream, 
too free and open. But what ſhall I fay, (they are our 
Saviours own Words.) Þ The Children of this: world are 

in their generation, wiſer than. the Children of light. © 

It is not enovgh, that our Author dubs all pretend= 
ed Members of our Church; for-ſober Men, that : Voted 

for his Party 3 this is only an Inſtance of his Partiality 

and Spiritual Pride 3 but to ſhew you the ſingular ſtretch 

of his Malice, he would by a ſly infinuation, perſwade 

the 
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.the.World, that the two Work THY KNIGHTs, 


who were (tor their real Merits, as well in reſpe& of 


their: Perſonal Qualifications, as in regard to the great 


zeal they have always expreſt, for the two grand Sup- 
porters of our Ancient Ergliſh Government, Monarchy 


and Hierarchy,) deſervedly choſen our Repreſentatives 


had few or none that gave their Voices for them, but 
who were men of the moſt ignominious CharaGers ima- 
ginable, npe for the hottelt Frunace of Hell, if what he 
ſays of us were true : Nay, it would tempt one even to 
think, that he has been in Fee with Plats, and taken 
the liberty to ſearch every Cranney of the Infernal 
Shades, to furniſh himſelf with variety of the moſt hel- 


liſh Characters ; to let the World ſee, that he has not 


only Partiality enongh to ſanHife Villains, but Malice 


enough to Villainize the beſt of Men. Is this his way of , 


* debating calmly, and in the ſpirit of Meekneſs ? Is it 
thus, that he makes good the importance of his Title, 
Reaſon againſf Rage * Rare Juſtice, admirable Ingenni- 
ty ! The ſim of all his Reaſon is lodg?*d in the firſt 
Word of his Book, while Rage and Malice ſpeak the 
reſt. I ſhall not here debauch my Paper with a Tran- 
ſcript of thoſe foul Expreſtions, which doubtleſs he 
thinks a very great Ornament to. his; where I rather 
chooſe to refer the Reader for his ſatisfation, and let 
him try, whether his Patience will permit him to read, 
what the Anthor, without a bluſh, has there wrote, a- 
gainſt a whole Community of Men. 

| Now, in Anſwer to that Venomoas Paragraph, T ſhal] 


only ſay, what is 1mpartially my Sence, That poſſibly 


many ſober Chyrch-men, deluded with Flattery and Hy- 
pocriſie, might,  otit of an honeſt meaning, vote with 
them, (who have I hope by this time, diftern'd their 
Error) but then, I muſt confeſs my ſelf inclinable to 
| E 1nagine, 
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imagine, that many of thoſe, whom he calls ſober 
Church-men, were made Profelites to their Party, by a 
Meal of Beef and Ale : On the other hand, I will not be 
ſo Peremptory, as to deny, but that many, who gave 
their Votes among us, might (for any thing I know) be 
ill Men, and of looſe Principles 3 for of ſach (God 
knows) all Seas and Communities of Men, have too 
great a number 3 but then I am fully ſatisfied likewiſe, that 
many hundreds of good Chriſtians Voted for the preſent 
Repreſentatives, and that our number of ſober Men, was 
as great (to ſay no more} as theirs 3 for I will not be tempt- 
ed to recriminate with our Author, and ſay, that all on our 
{ide were ſober Men,and all againſt ns Vile and Profligate. 

Nor will I ſuffer my felt to make a ſtop at his Anim- 
adverſion, * upon thoſe Denominations that were gt- 
ven him in the Epiſtle, of the Ancient, Pons, and Learn- 
ed Author ; leaſt conlidering how ſerioully he applies all 
in good earneſt to himſelf, at rhe ſame time that he calls 
them ſcoffing Denominations, and a nauſeous Libel that 
oave them 3 and obſerving how he takes an Advantage 
thereby, to value himſelf upon the account of his Age, 
Piety, and exemplary Humility, I ſhould be tempted 
(as 'tis very natural to any Reader) to charge him with 
abundance of Spiritual Pride, and Self-conceit, being 
perſwaded with my ſelf, that there is uſually the greateſt 
Pride in a publiſht affefted Humility. 

But methinks I cannot well paſs by the Declaration he 
makes in the ſame Paragraph, of that which confirmed 
his Reſolution, to give his Vote for his Candidates ; 
had they not been both of the Communion of the Church of 
England, [ fbould not (for ſeveral Reaſons) have given 
my Voice for them. Now 1 could heartily wiſh, that they 
both equally anſwer d this Character, who are other- 
wiſe (asfar as I can underſtand) Ven deſerving, Eſteem 
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Cy 3 
in the City 3 but conſidering how frequently one of then 
is ſeen at a Diſſenting Meeting, and how upon all Publick 
Occaſions, he cloſes in with that Intereſt he might have 
convinced us, that he had fome Modeſty left in himfelf, 
and much more reſpect for that Gentleman his Candidate, 
had he omitted this Declaration, fo very umpertinent ; for 
I donot find, that Thomas Speed's printing him for a true 


Member of the Church of Ergland, has done him one 


jot of Service to prove him ſo. 

When he comes at the Cloſe, to ſpeak of the preſent 
Repreſentatives, his Character of them is very modeſt 
(the firſt Inſtance of Modeſty, perhaps, in his Pamphlet) 
He does not remember, that he ever had any depending diffe- 
rence or diſpute, with either of them, or they with hint. Now 
this Negative Character of our Worthy Knights, I look 
upon to be very conſiderable, if rightly underſtood 3 for 
not to be poſitively abuſed, by one fo very Cenſorious, 
1s a very great Commendation. Nay moreover, he 
makes a very folemn Declaration (calling God to Re- 
cord) that it was not any the leaſt inward Prejudice againſt 
them, that prompted him to Vote as he did. 

But now let the Reader obſerve, what a little regard 
he has to the moſt ſolemn Proteſtations, when they ſtand 
in his way 3 for in the very next Paragraph (though no 
doubt, . defignedly- worded with obſcurity ) he has this 


plain meaning 3 That he apprehended by ſeveral Expreſ- 


ſons, dropt up and down, that the preſent Repreſenta- 
tives, deſigned their endeavours (at leaſt ) to reſcind, and 
anul,. the late AF of Indulgence to Diſſenters z which, 
obliged him to manifeſt his ſober diſſent front them. ' Now, 
that in-the former Patagraph, he ſhould ſo ſolemnly de- 
clare, he had no Prejudice againſt them 3 and immedi- 
ately after in this, diſcover himſe}f inclinable to think, 
That they were ſpirited for Perſecution, 1s to me a Riddle: 
21 2 For 
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For I cannot think. it poſlible for him, not- to enter- 
tain . an inward Prejudice againſt any, whom he, be» 
lieve averſe to Indulgence to Diſlenters : But ſurely 
one of his Set, had (above all others) the leaſt reaſon 
to expreſs averſion, ſo publickly, againſt one of our. 
preſent Repreſentatives eſpecially, who'(#t I am not 
miſinformed) did them, in the fir{t Seffion pf Parliament, 
a ſingular Service. | = 3» 
Page 18. Our Author calls the Re-publiſhers of, his 
Sermon, Mey of brazen Fore-heads, becauſe thereby they 
ſeemed to affront, and runupon King Charles the Second's 
moſt Graciows AF of Indemnity and Oblivion : But is not 
his Fore-head of the felf fanie Metal 2 Who in-the 
ſame Book, wherein he accuſcs them, 1s-1n effect guilty 
of the very fame thing himſclt ; in that he Publiſhes #0 
the World ſuch a venumous Relation, of paſt Seyerities, 
which were executed upon Diilenters, in King ' Charles 
the Second's days; for 1f there were Faults committed in 
thoſe days of Proſecntion, why ſhould not our preſent 
Soveraign's moſt Gracious AC of Indemnity,” kave,ſtopt 
him as much from Publiſhing thoſe, as he expeGted King 
Charles the Second's ſhould have checkt them, from pub- 
liſhing his, which .,were indeed ſufficiently.publiſht by 
bumſelt long betore 2. _ ... {002-00 204. 2NGV7 vil fit 
- What ?, does he think, becauſe! he has the-liberty af: his 
Conſctence ſecured to.him by Parliament; that therefore 
he has a.. peculiar freedom of ſaying what he pleaſes, 
Without check or controul, that he ſhews him(elf thns 
partial and licentious?. Or does hethink himſelf Scandal- 
proof already, that-it 15 ſo. * ;»po{jable to draw a:black Line 
of Reproach aver him, and render him. odious ? Methinks 
it looks, as if he either wanted or miſtraſted good Netgh- 
bours, that he 1s. thus beholding to his, own Pen, and 
the Drolls of what he himſelf calls a Scarritloxs Libel; to 
| Ws j nf - publiſh 
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publiſh to the World his own Excellencies.-1At the Cloſe' 
of this Paragraph; he draws the Conchufton:ofl-his own! 
Character, ' ont of the formentioned Eibel (wittra Mark: 
Reader) That he hath'for many years 'laft- paſt, ſequeſtered. 
from the World, and Concernments thereof, 't0. a .re- 
| ligions and ſiri& Life, withiri the: compaſs of: h3520wn: Fa- 

ily,” This Charader to tickled the:! old: Genthemants: 
Fancy, that [Mark Reader]. he” out of meer! Gratitude! 


: to:the:Author,” and as'a: Complement. to himfelf,; calls 'it' 


not here, as in other Places. of his Book, a Scurrilloys, 


l Malicious Libel; but a mild and unabuſive Term; Their 


\ 


own Epiitle: Which ſheivs,; that he who will-not 
{waded, -may be flatter'd'into gdod Manners: ' : - 
- "Now, t0-coxfirms this Charader;i and Teftimony of his: 
Chriſtian manner of Life, he proceeds, * To'tell you*ws pay. 19. 
| Story 'of two Thomas Speeds, which (according to the 
beft. of my Remembrance) runs to this Effect. — 

- It: ſeems: there'wasione Thomas Speed an Independant, 
very:famous-16 the-days'of:Yore; forizttle ftrains'of Wit, 
ave extitetina" words of mitts Wiſdom:: 'He Qouriſht m the 
Olzverian Age,” and was a Man who bore (as far as I can 
underſtand) 4n Office in the Holy Army, then raiſed for 
ſapprefſing the-publick- Vices 'of -the:; Age, where ihe! 
was-very*zeatons and active-z'and then when he came in: 
the'Pulpir- (for you muſtknow he could: preathy he had: 
ſfearcehis'Fellow 3: I-dare fay, hedeliver'd as good-Di-: 
vinity then, in his Red-Cloke,- as any thar' comes from: 
the Linſfie-woolfie Clokes of theſe days no diſparage- 
ment-to the beſt: of thawall) 5 and then thasayhich made 
the Word! more. power; was its being delivered it # 
Red-Clbke; as the manfier of 'thoſe 'daysiWhs 5. every 
Cornttiander then wore the'Sprritzali, aswell ad'theCar- 
nal Sword ; and he was a mer2 Aſs of an Offieer;":that 
could not Preach as well as Fight : For you muſt under- 


be'per- | 


ſtand, 
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ſtand; Sir, this was: their 'Holy:and Religious Method ; 
Inthe Field they opened tlie Text to the Right and Left, 
and? cleay?d aſunder as many Heads' as. they-could well 
Proſecute; and then afterwards; in the Pulpit, they u- 
ſually* made their Application. Ay, and then the Baſineſs 
of. the Reformation of : this Kingdom, from its publick . 
and.:crying Sins,. was carried on with Vigour, I dare 
ſay, there was more Execution done there 1n one day, 
than 1s:done. among us now in Seven years : You ſhall 
have now, Sir, the Mayor of a Town, with his tandery, 
uſeleſs Sword, pretend tc reform the loathſom Sins of 
the Age; but alas: he is not ſenfible-of the greatneſs of 
his Undertaking 5:itis a'Task for a Holy Army, and there- 
. fore much too great for a; ſingle Sword 3 he .may in- 
deed do ſome good upon thoſe of his own Perſwaſion 5, 
but thoſe of all Parties, who differ from him, hate to 
ſee any ſet up for a Reformation but themſelves, and. 
will therefore chooſe'to. ſin the more, out of-ſpite tothe 
Authority; than reform: themſelves, becauſe : it 15 nota 
Work of their own -carrying -on... ' But let that. paſs an, 
I return to the famous Thomas Speed, the Commander 


I 


Indemnity. 


Now 


(35) 
. Now out of the Aſhes of that Phenix or Canary Bird, 
LY aroſe another Thomas Speed, and 1s (hill living _ 
{ | usz who though of the' (ef ſame Fleſh and Bloo 
with the former yonng Spark, 1s yet'of a quite contra- 
Y Ty genins, and Perſwaſjon 3 as to his Religion (if of a- 
' ny) a Quaker ; and asto his Humour, retir'd and ſe- 
date 3 one that has ſequeſter's himſelf from the World, and 
the Concerns thereof, within the compaſs of his own Fami- 
ly. All thoſe little Vanities, that were glorious in the 
Rows of the other, are of very low eſteem with this Man. 
And thoſe things, which the other [ightly eſteemed, are 
now highly prized with him. In ſhort, he is of Age, 
| ard (| am ſure) car ſpeak for himſelf: Forit you will 
| believe what he has modeltly aſcribed to himſelf 1n 
his Book ; all being put tozerther, you will ſay that he 
comes not much behind, if not every whit equals, the 
Life of any of the Apoſtlesz nay, the moſt Eminent of 
them had their notorious Failings, according to their 
own Confeſſions, but this living Saint acknowledgeth 
not, but rather * ſeems to deny, that ever he .was * pag. 1s 
guilty of any notorious Fault, or publick Miſcarriage, 
in all his Life-time. 

Now here lay the Miſtake, that has cauſed all this un- 
lacky Diſturbance : It feems fome waggith Gentleman 
or another, to make himſelf merry, has of late re-printed 
(with an odd ſort of Epiſtle Dedicatory) a very blu- 
ſtering, frothy Sermon , of young Thomas Speed's the 
Independant, preacht by him, in the Cathedral Church 
of Briſtol, Thirty nine Years ago, and father'd it upon 
Thomas Speed the 2uaker, now living; whereupon this 
ſame Thomas Speed (rather than tamely ſubmit to the un- 
juſt Reproach of Fathering ſo detorm'd a Birth) pub- 
hſhes to the World, in a late Pamphlet, the whole Truth 
of the Matter, to the end that this Miſtake might be re- 
Aafied, 
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Gfied, and the,:Saddle-be put upon. the right . Horſe ; 
afiraung.therein;; with , equal. Truth and Boldneſs, That 
the Re-printgr. of that, Sermpn .was whally ariſtaken-in. the 
Maz ; it was the Work: of young Thomas Speed the Iy- 
dependant, not of old Thomas Spced the Quaker. Now 
I muſt confeſs, the Styles of the. b:deperdant's Sermon, 
and of the. Qxaker's Reaſon- againſt Rage, are ſo yery 
much like each -ether,. for. juvenile Strains of. Scurrillity 
and Malice, that had not our: preſent. Author declared 
the Diſtinction, I ſhould really have thonght both had 
been wrote by the ſame Hand. | 

Indeed. (to be ſerious) had qur Author in this place 
exprefled his publick Abhorrence of the bloody Olive. 
1741 Principles, and; Tranſactions, to which he was ſo 
publick an Abettor ; and particularly,” had he recanted 
with deteſtation, the Malice, Sedition, and Blaſphemy of 
his Sermon, I ſhould a little. regard this Diſtinction he 
has pabliſh't to the World, and his ſtrange Regenera- 
tion: but ſince he has only made a Recantation of the 
Levity of his Juvenile Wit, and the Vanity of his youth- 
ful Strains'of Learning 3 I ſhall believe only ſach 'an 
alteration in him, as is deducible from his Recantation, 
viz. That whereas he was formerly young Thomas Speed, 
now he is old Thomas Speed; and Speed will be Speed 
{till-;; and therefore all the after-uſe that he would: make 
of this incredible Diſtinction in himſelf ; | falls to the 
ground, in the opinion of all rational Men, till he: give 
more ſatisfaftory Demonſtrations of his Change. 

He ſeems to refle& upon the Members of the Church 
of England * for their Credulity, as Men who Tive- more 
by implicit Faith; than by any; Rule they find by due Inquiry. 
Now tis very ſtrange, methinks, that he; who makes con- 
ſcience of walking by no Rule at all, ſhould .impute the 
ſame as matter of Guilt to thoſe, whoſe diſtinguifhing 
| Character 
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Character it is, to be {guided in their Religion by Rutfe. 
Tis Ecelefiaftical Canons, and Sacred Rules, that princi- 
'pally. afright him,-and his Diſſenting Brethren, from us 3 
'who being utter Enemies to what the Apoſtle particular- 


ly injoins, Þ Decency and Order ;, think they are guided + r Cor. 
by -the Spirit, when they go a whoring after their own In- "+ 4*: 


ventions, As for implicit Faith without due Inquiry, the 
Author- (if he'has any Faith at all himſelf ) muſt needs 
be ſattfed how unjaft that Imputation is, upon the 
Community of the Eſtabliſh't Church, who are the on- 
ly Promoters of Learning, and Knowledge, and Search- 
ers of Truth 'in the Nation, probably out-done by no 
Community in the World : whoſe Learned, and Sacred 
Pens, in our late troublefom Times, overthrew to won- 
der the Popiſh Cauſe, though ſupported with all the 
Arguments that the moſt Learned Sons of Roxe could 
urge for its defence ;z even white our Difſenters (for all 
their pretended abhorrence of it) not only were ſilent 
againſt 4t, but-lent a very helping Hand Fete @ugkers 


eſpecially) and: promiſed Lift and Fortune, for the Pro- 


motion of it 3 and when the Times Took't blackelt, and 
Popery came thundring in like a Torrent upon ns, theſe 
were = Men who ftood by, and joyfully clapp't the 
Tragedy; {+ 5 =o OY E | 
The Sen _ much more juftly have caſt the 
Inputation of implicit Faith, without due Inquiry after 
Truth, upon his Diſkhting Brethren, (Erol thoſe 
of his own Set) who probably as much promote it, as 
the Papiſts rhemfefves'; for the generality of them con- 
ceivea ftranpe'Carnality in Knowledge, and make Con- 
ſtience of 'being-ignorant 3 and as for our./Diſſenters in 

general, 'ris' obſervable; that the Words,” cpa the 
Pen of a leading Mar amang them, has as jt were'a Leafe | 
of their Faith; *'Rerice 'tis they ſubſcribe fo zealoufly, 
<d F One 
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One and All, their Approbation to our. Author's, Books 
many among them, I am. perſuaded, .extol it, who do npt 
rightly anderſtand itz and others; believe it,. who never 
have read it: nay, I amapt to think, were Thomas Speeds 


Name at the Frontiſpiece of the Alcoran, many among. 


them, who knew not before what it was, would read it 
for equal Truth with. Goſpel, . - . LNG 

Bit true Sons of the .Eſtabliſh't Church , are not fo 
credulous as the Author would have them to.be 3 they 
will diſcern the Spirit of -Rage, and Fury, running 
through a Book full fraught. with it, though Reaſon 
againſt Rage, be the ſpecious Pretence : of the Title ; 
they will not be cheated with malicious Lines, .though 
never ſo curiouſly interlaced with . gentle Touches of 
Hypocrilie 3 nor will they. truſt a ſancified Look , any 
farther than Words and Actions are conformable to it : 
and therefore, though the Diſſenters ſwallow that mon- 
ſtrous Gudgeon which our Author. has made, without 
the leaſt diſguſt, becauſe he has given the Bleſſing before 


it, *-1 bleſs God, I always ſtood firm. in the Pradtice. of 


that Chriſtian Do@vine. of Paſſrve Obedience, arid Non-re- 
ſtance; yet I am ſatisfied, there is no true Son of the 
Church, who has heard of his paſt Behaviour, but will 
look upon it as a Lie deſerving of the Whetſtone; had jt 
been for a Wager. Eo EE. mri 
Indeed I muſt acknowledge, that. though it has, been 
always my Obſervation, That thoſe. whoſe tender: Con- 
ſciences will allow them ano, liberty.; to ſwear at all, no 
not a Legal Oath, do. generally take a-freedom above 


others to lie 3 yet I could not have thought the Author 


had been fo,preſumptuous, as to attempt {ſo unaccounta- 
ble an Impolition upon the World: Methinks, if neither 
Reaſon, nor Religion, nor the Conſideration of his Grey 


Hairs,, cowld have. check't him, even Humane Policy 
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ſhould have prevented .him from publiſhing this egregi- 
ous Lie, :with fo-politive , a piece. of Impudence, It it 
be granted by Men of Reaſon, and Religion, That he 
has always ſtood firm in the Praitice of that Chriſtian Do- 
&rine of Paſſive Obedience , and Non-refeftance, who has 
ſometime fought againſt his lawful King , and abetted 
thoſe who embrew'd their Hands -in innocent Blood- 
Royal; and who once'delivered this for a Goſpel-truth 
in the Pulpit, That the Succeſs which the Rebels had 
againſt the Loyal Army of the Good, though Unfortu- 


nate King Charles the. Firſt, was * the greate Demonſtra- * $ee ts 
tion of Grace, that ever Heaven made to any of the Sons Sermon, 
and Daughters of Men , next to the Redemption of loſt *: "* 


Man through. Chriſt - (I fay) If it be allowed, that this 
Man has always ſtood firm in the Practice of Non-reſi- 
ſtance, then. perfidious Judas (hall henceforth wear Red 
Letters in my Calendar. | I | 
The Author, to make us amends for the 1mpious Re- 
proach he:caſt upon our eſtabliſy't Liturgy in his Ser- 
mon, tells 'us, *. That he hates zo Mars way of Worſhip, 


Che might have added alſo, Neither do I love then.) *Pyg. 2:, 


I arti;ſare_ he has expreſft :no kindneſs for that: way of 


-Worſhip it1; which he was originally-educated:3: he tells 


us, it was in the National way from his Childhood, 
therefore the igreater 1s his ſhame to commence ſo. inve- 
terate.a Foe againſt the Admirers of it : Certainly he ne- 
ver ſack't in. thoſe evil Principles, by which he has 
ſteer'd the: Courſe ob; his Life, fromiour Mother-Church 
ſince he has forſaken her, be has almoſt.made.round the 
whole:Compals of the Chriſtian Religion, but yet ſeems 
to ;apptove of no, way of Divine Worſhip, but what is 
the peculiar, Product of,. his own Enthutiaſtick Brain 
infomuch that»jt: would tempr. one..even.to; gueſs; it is 
his reſalugbn to;findtheriway'to Heaver without.Coms 

gy EIT F » pany, 
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pany, or not at all. Thus Men forſaking the 'Commi- 
nion of a well-eſtabliſht Church; againſt. which they can 
make no fundamental or ſolid Exception, under pre- 
rence of following the Light of an unwarranted Spirit, 
do ſcarcely ever after ſettle with ſatisfaction in any way, 
but are like benighted Travellers, nuſguided by an {g- 
is fatuus out of knowledge. - 182 | 

The Author charges his zameleſr Adverſarics very zea- 
loufly, for not guiding their Prattice by their Prayer ; 
* that whereas they pray iz theſe Words, From Envy, Ha- 
tred, and Malice, Good Lord deliver ws +, yet is their Pra- 


. 


ice far remote from their Prayer. Now-far be it from 


- me to vindicate any to whom this Charge is due ; but 


farely he (of all Men living) hadthe leaſt Reaſon to 
calt this Stone, (whoſe Heart is ſo full freighted with them 
al.) - 1 beg the Reader, for his ſatisfaction, only 't9 
read thoſe very Lines of his 1n-the ſame Page, which 
mmmediately follow. this his Charge, and I am perfuaded 
he will coriclude, That. the moſt venemous Fury in Hell 
could not have belch't out more malicious, and revenge- 


ful Fire and Brimſtone : bur *tis his misfortune, that tho' 


he has ſuch a critical Noſe; to diſtinguiſh the leaſt ill fa» 
vour fron: another Man, yet he cannot ſmell his own 
intolerable ſtinking Breath, © © to 

- Having now ſhor all his Fzery Darts at his Adverſaries, 
and perſecuted them through all the Degrees of Malice, 
he comes at tength ro-clofe up alt (like a Mar panring 


_ for Breath, or like a»Fiſh gaping outof'his Element): m 


milder Strains, by way: of Advice; but tt 1s ſo'/mon- 
ſtrous, and thcangruous., to: all that went before, that 
it looks hke the: Tail of a Lamb at a' Tyger's Rump; 
and will have no other influence upon. a rational Rea 
der; than to perſuade hm; that the 'Anthor's Hypocriſie: 
is of »a;;pjece; with: all other his! Verties. ''He' tells his 
om ID Adverlſaries, 
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Adverſaries at length; * That he owes thens yet one Chri-'*pag.1,. 
ftian Duty, which 78, not Revenge, (for that he has ſuffi- 
ciently paid” them already) but Forgiveneſs; and I am 
fatisfied, this Dury was'owing till his Book was wrote, 
howſoever it was. paid afterwards. - CES 

- T ſhall not fpm cout my FI1NTS (by the Pattern be- 
fore me) into x'Sermon, being extreamly againft Preach- 
ing without a Call, by Ordination'3 only I will venture 

a Word of Advice to all ſober. Difſenters, That they 
conſider. well with themſelves the gmlt of Schiſm from 

a welkgrounded Church, -and' then try whether they 
can-give an Anſwer of a good Conſcience to: God, for 
thetr wilfat Separation from us, 'who were originally all 
of our Communion, but have (ke cruel Vipers) rent 
the Bowels of their tender Mother, to falt away from 
hers and by this means have reduced us, who were be- 
fore the Glory of the Reformation, and a Terronr to all 
Emnrope, tobe 'a Kinedom' divided” againſt it (ſelf, which 
(Chriſt ith ®) camiot, ſtand, Since then the fl conſe- * Mark 3. 
quence of onr unhappy Dryifions is fo difinal, the Gailt ** 
of: them is doubtleſs. very great, and mult, be charged 
ſomewhere: it behoves thent therefore, who''firft made 
the Breach; to' conſider, whether the Cauſe of their Dill 
fentton was of fiich moment; as will farisffe'for the Evil 
of jt. , It was either upon "the, accoum of *Flidcdamen-- 
tal' Articles, and Necelfary Dottrines; or onty Indiffe- 
rent Ceremonies z if they ditfer from ,us in- the fortner,, 
their Error is very great 3 for our Church enjoyny no- 
thing neceflary to be believed, cant prathiſed, in'ordet 
to eternal Salvation, but what has been delivered down 
to. us as ſuch,, by Chriſt and his. Apoſtles 3 as appears 
from our Liturgy, Articles, and Canons : If they differ 
from us only upon the account of Indifferent Ceremo- 
nics, then is the Cauſe of their Separation. a Matter only 


of 
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of. Tndiflerepcy,cand-therefgratheir/Guilt is the, greater, 
| who for thirigs: of, mere. Indifferency., would .dare.to 
bring an Evil upon. a Nation;. of the moſt diſjnal, and 
fatal conſequence imaginable, , I was this Conſideration 
that weighed with Mr., Baxter, an; eminent Dillenter, to 
make this Deflagarion, Jn the -time of . the -Proſgcation 
* obed. of. Nonconformiſts,; *..My, Conſcience companas,, me to 
Pat.p 79* ſay, That; mary, through miſtake, 1 am perſuaded now ſuf- 
| r as Evil-doers,. for a Cauſe that js not ;good, -aud juſtifr- 
able. If this Conſideration can prevail nothing with the 
invincible Prejudice of our, Diflenters, to indyce (them 
to conform 53 yet let them ſhew they, have alittle Re- 
ſpect left: for Scripture, .by. following (not the, Example 
of the Antthor. I have; now examined, but) the Precept 
* rPet, 2, Of the Apoſtle, very pertinent - at this juncture ,,'* As 
16. free, and not uſing your liberty for a cloke of maliciouſneſs. 
As, to. all ſimcere Members, of, the Eſtabliſh't .Church, 
my Advice, with ſubmiſlion, is, That they. be. immova-- 
ble in the belief. of, her Articles, conſtant in ,the praftice 
of her Dodrines, and reſolute.in the profeflion of both : 
Let them not. declare themſclves her genuine Sons,. and 
upon. all publick Occafions. ſide with her ſworn Ene- 
mies 3,;thele are, really, 1n- ſpite off all their Pretences, 
the ot permcouys Foes. to. our. Church of all, whom 
* Rev. 3. good Men deſpiſe, and God  nauſeates ; * I know thy 
15.16 works, that = art neither cold: nor hot :. I would thou 
wert cold or. hot, . | 


So then becauſe thou art Iuke-warm, and, neither. cold nor 
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